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Head Teacher’s Messages 
 
Harvest Festival – Friday 13th October, 9.30 a.m. Burford Church 
We will be holding our annual Harvest Festival Service next Friday 
(13th October) starting at 9.30 a.m. in the Burford Church.    Again, 
this year we will be collecting preserves and tins of food which will be 
donated to ‘Besom’ – an organisation in Witney that helps families in 
difficult situations.  
 
Gold Book  
Due to the Harvest Festival Service, next week’s Gold Book will be 
held on Thursday 12th October at 9.00 a.m. 
 
Parent Consultations 
Parent consultations have been arranged for Thursday 19th 
October starting at 2.30 p.m., so school will close at 2.00 p.m.    
After School Club will remain open until 5.30 p.m. for children who 
are pre-booked in. 
 
Friday 20th October 
Last day of term – school closes at 3.10 p.m.    After school provision 
will be until 5.30 p.m. 
Monday 30th October is an inset day for teachers, so the school 
reopens for the new term on Tuesday 31st October. 

 
Advanced Warning – No After School Club provision 

All members of staff will be renewing their Paediatric First Aid 
Training which is due to expire next March.    This training is a 12 
hour course, so we have arranged it over four 3 hour sessions, on   
19th & 26th February and 5th & 12th March, 2018 from 3.30 to 6.30 
p.m. – on these days there will be no after school provision.  

Healthy Snacks & Home Packed Lunches 
Please could I ask all parents to ensure their children come into 
school with healthy snacks and healthy products in their home 
packed lunches and 100% ‘nut free’.    
 
School Car Park 
On a daily basis, we see children running around our staff carpark, in 
and out of the cars, whilst waiting for the school gate to be opened at 
the beginning and end of the day.     Please can you ensure that your 
children are supervised at all times, so they are not putting 
themselves at risk and to avoid staff cars being damaged. Thank you 
for your kind attention. 
 
Guitar Lessons by Mrs Rowe, external teacher 
 
Guitar lessons are held at the school on Wednesday afternoons.  If 
there are any children wishing to receive tuition, a new beginner 
group is now being formed.  Please could interested parents leave 
their details with the office and Mrs Rowe will contact you with further 
information. 
 
Jenny Dyer, Head Teacher 
 

Road Safety Poster Competition – Christmas 2017 
Design a Poster and you could win a bike! 
All primary school children in West Oxfordshire are being invited to enter a 
road safety poster competition, with the chance of winning a brand new bike.     
As the darker months arrive, school children are being asked to think about 
road safety issues that affect them and to design a poster around their chosen 
theme. 

The West Oxfordshire Community Safety Partnership ran the same 
competition in the Spring and had such a great response from local primary 
schools that the competition is being run again this school year.  Seven pupils 
each won a bike with accessories, after their poster designs were chosen as 
the best for raising awareness of road safety issues, such as speeding, poor 
parking near schools, cycling without lights or not wearing a seatbelt. 

Pupils are asked to submit their design on A4 paper, in colour, and with their 
name and age. Please hand in entries at the school office.  The closing date is 
Friday 3rd November 2017. 

Warwick Class 
Class Teacher – Mrs Teresa Lock  

Our current text in Warwick Class is ‘The Enormous Turnip’, which fits in with 
the whole school ‘Food, glorious food’ topic. It is a good book, linked to 
sequencing and is helping the children learn ordinal numbers. We have also 
practised counting to 100, with our daily ‘silly song session’ in Maths. 

The Children have made a good start during their Phase 2 phonic sessions 
(learning letters and sounds) and are all keen to learn. Most children are 
working with Phase 1 input, so we also continue to have fun with rhythm and 
rhyme to enhance listening skills. 

Warwick Class will be taking part in the whole school Harvest Festival next 
Friday and for many this will be their first visit to Burford Church - I am sure 
Mrs Corless will feed back on how they get on. 

Windrush Class 
Class Teacher – Ms Nikki Latton 

In Windrush Class, the children have been working on instruction writing 
during English sessions.  They have tasted and evaluated different smoothies 
and many changed their opinions after the tasting experience! They then 
decided on ingredients for their own smoothie-making. The children also 
created company and smoothie names for their product and designed their 
own label. Now we are moving on to writing the instructions for making 
smoothies and have learnt how we need to use imperative verbs, connectives 
and numbers or bullet points. 

In Maths’ lessons, we are continuing to work on our number bonds to 10, 20 
and 100.  We have been using number tracks, number lines and hundred 
squares to help us and had great fun taking part in a number trail!  We have 
started our Science unit, ‘Humans and other Animals’ and looked at how 
animals grow and change.  We are having an excellent time during swimming 
sessions and enjoyed using the apparatus in P.E. 
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Tolsey Class 

Class Teacher – Mrs Zoë Duff  

Another great week of achievement in Tolsey Class! The children are 
working their socks off in English and have produced stories based 
on illustrations from 'The Raptors of Paradise' that have really 
impressed me. They produced their own learning objectives, based 
on all the creative and practical writing devices learnt over the past 
few weeks, and really tried to apply their learning independently and 
creatively.  We have a superb working wall forming in the classroom, 
showing all the creative work this fantastic book is inspiring us to do. 

In Maths, the children have been looking at place value where they 
have ordered, compared and plotted 2, 3 and 4 digit numbers to 
solidify their understanding of number. The children are also working 
hard to learn their times tables through daily practise and hard work 
at home. This will all feel worth it when the children can reel off the 
answer to any times table given to them! 

In Science, we are continuing our 'Human Body' projects and moved 
on to look at teeth. We started off by drawing diagrams of a tooth to 
investigate the structure and function of the different parts. 

We are forming into an outstanding team and each day is full of 
laughter, fun and lots of hard work! 

 
Burford Stars 

The Burford Stars this week are Isabelle Lampard and Archie 
Salsbury.     

 
Priory Class 

Class Teacher – Mr Steve Tattum 
 
Our final question for my Year 6 group in Maths.  This week was 0.3 
– 1/8 is equal to what percentage?   I’m delighted with my Year 6’s 
because most of them were able to answer immediately using 
mental strategies.    Expectations in Year 5 & 6 are certainly higher 
than ever; it is wonderful to see all the children rising to the 
challenge. 
 
In Science, we investigated the effects of air resistance; the children 
thoroughly enjoyed the practical aspects of the session and their 
write ups were most insightful (and often quite scientific!). 
 
As always, please pop in and see your children’s work, I am always 
available Monday to Wednesday at 3.10 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gold Book Certificates 

Awarded Thursday 12th October 2017  9 a.m. 

Xander Ebeling for making Mrs Lock smile every day. Xander has such a 
great outlook on life and will have a go at whatever is on offer; what a 
superstar! 

Liberty Salsbury for her increased confidence at group times, especially in 
phonics, where she is making great progress. Keep up the great work Liberty. 

Jessica Moore for making a super start to her new school.  Jessica has fitted 
in well to her new class and made lots of new friends.  She already 
demonstrates a super attitude towards learning in all areas of the curriculum.  
Well done Jessica! 

Luka Shankland for showing excellent mental mathematical skills.  Luka 
clearly understood the inverse operation when working on number bonds to 20 
and has picked up how to work out his number bonds to 100 quickly.  Keep up 
the hard work Luka! 

Madison McDowell - Gilbert for incredible story writing. Madison created a 
piece of writing through careful and creative planning, which led to paragraph 
after paragraph of beautifully crafted words that provided the reader (Mrs Duff) 
with exciting action, suspense and superb detail. Amazing! 

Rowan Toms for showing outstanding sportsmanship at our football 
tournament and demonstrating, on a daily basis, that he has other peoples’ 
thoughts and feelings at the front of his mind - a kind soul! 

Faith Warren for an enormous improvement in all aspects of her work.  Faith 
is aspiring and achieving. 

Thomas Elvidge for an enormous improvement in all aspects of his work.    

Golden Post Box 

Awarded Thursday 12th October 2017  9 a.m. 

 
Congratulations to Liberty Salsbury for being the winner of last term’s 
FOBPS’ Balloon Race – her balloon travelled a whopping 151 miles!   
Congratulations Liberty. 
 
Congratulations to Zak Morgan for achieving ‘Man of the Match’ whilst playing 
on Saturday for his team, Carterton Colts.   Well done to Zak. 
 
Congratulations to Benjamin August who has passed his Stage 4 swimming.   
Well done Benjamin. 
 
Congratulations to Bay Keeble who has passed her Stage 2 swimming.   Well 
done Bay. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

FOBPS -  
Friends of Burford Primary School 

 
FOBPS Team 
 
It gives me great pleasure to welcome a new member to our team, 
Mary Ann Simpson (Lewis’ mum.) So welcome Mary Ann, it will be 
great to have some fresh new input. 
 
Also, Angela August (Benjamin’s mum) has stepped up and become 
our new FOBPS secretary, so thank you Angela you are a valuable 
member of the team. 
 
This leaves the position of Treasurer still available, as our lovely 
Rachael Barton (whose son left Burford Primary 3 years ago) has 
decided to step down.  
If you feel that you could take her place and fill her shoes then 
please come and see me directly in the school playground, or call 
me on 07983 485211 and I will be able to give you more information 
regarding this position. 
 

The main roles of a Treasurer 

 To keep accurate financial records 

 To present a financial report at each Parent 
Council/PTA meeting 

 Liaising with the bank and holding the cheque book 

 Ensuring the proper counting and banking of money 
and making approved payments 

 Paying agreed expenses 

 Providing and accounting for cash floats at events 

 Preparing the annual accounts and arranging for 
someone to check these before the AGM. 

 
The Great Gatsby Ball 
 
The awesome Great Gatsby Ball is just hours away and we need as 
much help as possible at the after school drop-off and also to clear 
up on Saturday morning. If you can help, then please let me know. 
Tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided on both days. 
 
Easy Fundraising 
 
Did you know that whenever you buy anything online - from your 
weekly shop to your annual holiday - you could be collecting free 
donations for Friends of Burford Primary School? 
There are over 3,000 shops and sites on board ready to make a 
donation, including Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva, thetrainline and 
Sainsbury's – it doesn't cost you a penny extra! 
 
It's as easy as 1, 2, 3... 
 
1. Head to 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friendsofburfordprimarysc
hool/ and join for free. 
2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find the 
site you want and start shopping. 
3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your 
good cause for no extra cost whatsoever! 
There are no catches or hidden charges and Friends of Burford 
Primary School will be really grateful for your donations. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
FOBPS cont/d… 
 
Dates for your Diaries 
 
Friday 3rd November  Hot Chocolate Friday (3 & 24 November)  
Friday 17th November Children in Need - wear something spotty 
Tuesday 21st November  Pantomime – Chipping Norton 
Friday 8th December Hot Chocolate Friday 
Friday 15th December Christmas Jumper day TBC 
Friday 15th December Children’s Christmas Party 
 
 
FOBPS Meeting 
The next FOBPS meeting will be held after the October half term. A date will 
be decided next week. The meeting will last around an hour and if Sally, Rose 
or Mandy (in the school office) are given enough notice, they can book your 

child into After School Club until 4:15, free of charge. 
 

 

 

 



 

  


