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                       Tolsey Class Spring Term Letter 2018 
Dear Parents, 
 
Happy New Year! Mrs Gibbs, Mrs White and I would like to say a huge thank you for the 
kind wishes and gifts you sent us for Christmas. We were really overwhelmed by your 
kindness and generosity and all feel very lucky to have such lovely warm families supporting 
us throughout the year. 
 
Your children were all a credit to you last term and they were an absolute joy to work with. 
We plan to fill our spring term with even more exciting topics and new discoveries as we 
strive to ignite a lifelong passion for learning. 
 
This term we will have our own topics which will be The Vikings and Anglo-Saxons in 
history, Volcanos and Earthquakes in Geography and Light in Science. English topics will be 
varied and will include aspects of our humanities topics to have good meaningful links 
across the curriculum. 
 
Author Visit – 19th January 2018 
We are all excited to meet the author of our class reader ‘Raptors of Paradise’ on the 19th 
January for an afternoon of discovery. Jay Jay Burridge will be selling and signing books after 
school on that afternoon in partnership with The Mad Hatters Book Shop. More 
information will follow regarding the visit but I would like how brilliant the book has been 
for the children’s enthusiasm for reading and storytelling and I am planning on using Jay 
Jay’s second book in the summer term to keep the momentum and enthusiasm flowing!  
 
Wellington Boots 
Please provide your child with a named pair of Wellington boots to be stored on the 
veranda boot rack. If your child has boots in school then they will be able to use the 
paddock during the winter and early spring months. 
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Good Mornings! 
As you know from last term; learning really does get going straight away in the mornings 
and I thank you for your support in getting your child to the gate before 8.40 for a prompt 
start in the classroom. 
 
Reading 
We will continue to monitor reading very closely and the expectation is that children read at 
home, to an adult at least 4 times a week and 1:1 with an adult, in school at least once a 
week in addition to daily guided reading sessions. Children’s yellow reading diaries will be 
checked each week by Mrs. White to ensure they have been signed (by an adult), if they 
have then children will receive a raffle ticket for the weekly draw. 
 
Homework 
Learning folders must come into school each Thursday and handed to Mrs White. Each 
week children will be given the following to practise a small amount each day: 

 Spellings (Common exception words)  

 Missions (High Frequency words) – many children have completed missions and will 
not have this as homework. 

 Times Tables 

 Occasional additional tasks 
 
Timetable  
A copy of our timetable can be found on the school website. The children will have PE twice 
a week most weeks; please make sure full PE kits are on pegs at all times and everything is 
named.   
 
Classroom Rewards and Sanctions 
We are really excited for the term ahead and look forward to celebrating success on a 
regular basis. In the classroom we will be using our usual good behaviour system; the 
sunshine, cloud, thundercloud and rainbow. We have established our community 
agreement and expect children to be shining examples in order to keep our team working 
smoothly. Should behaviour not reflect our agreed rules  (as it does from time to time) 
children will have their names placed onto the cloud and they will miss their break time; 
when they will be given time and support to reflect and repair. If the thundercloud is ever 
used then I will need to have a discussion with parents at the end of the day. Our aim is to 
stay on the sunshine as a team and visit the rainbow for outstanding effort and successes, 
kindness and maturity.  Rainbow visits are rewarded with house tokens and raffle tickets for 
a weekly draw! 
 
As ever, I am excited to get started on the new term and look forward to hearing all the 
children’s Christmas tales! I’m sure everyone is keen to get back into the swing of things and 
I hope you had a really lovely and well deserved rest. Please look out for parent mail 
updates about things going on in Tolsey Class and across the school such as Forest School, 
swimming and trips etc. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
Mrs Zoë Duff - Senior Teacher   

 


