School News—Friday 12th November 2021

Residential trip
Our Year 5 and Year 6 children had a great time when we went away before
half term. It was a great opportunity to get to know Mr Lillie, and wonderful to see so many of our children overcoming their fears!

School Council
The school council have met and started to plan activities for the
year. We agreed that we will be supporting Children in Need with a
non-uniform day next Friday and asking for donations. There will
also be some new charities we would like to support in the new
year. The council are also working hard to make lunchtimes as enjoyable for everyone as they can be, and we are hoping to set up a
documentary club at lunch times.

Girls’ football
Our girls’ football team improved with every match before half term, and thanks to
great final performances, we
were only one point away from
the joint winners. Well done
team!

Warwick Class
It has been a busy couple of weeks since we returned from half term. Our
new topic is Celebrations and over the last couple of weeks we have loved
celebrating Diwali. We made and decorated beautiful clay diya lamps, tasted Diwali party food, made flat breads and designed our own mendhi
patterns.
In phonics we have now finished learning
set 1 sounds. We will now continue our
work on blending these sounds to read
and write consonant – vowel – consonant
or cvc words such as d-i-g and s-u-n and
words incorporating the digraphs we have
learnt such as f-i-sh and ch-a-t.
Our maths work has continued to focus on subitising and finger counting
and we are moving onto using ‘stem sentences’ to support our mathematical understanding and scaffold our verbal reasoning.
The children have enjoyed creating firework art and
even made some delicious edible sparklers! What
a busy couple of weeks we have had!

Windrush Class
Miss Witheford has been working alongside Mrs Beaney this term whilst she is completing her teacher training. It has been great to have someone else see how well we
all work. Last week, Windrush Class had an exciting day learning all about Diwali. We
thought about how and why Diwali is celebrated and made Diya Lamps, hand print
elephants and rangoli patterns – to name just a few!
In our English work we have been learning the story ‘Pink is for Boys’ using it as
inspiration to write our own story. In order to write the story, we learnt what nouns
and adjectives are and how we use these when writing sentences. To reinforce this
learning at home, you could ask your child to spot various nouns around the house,
when out walking or shopping and asking them to describe these. For example, The
tree is green. Letter formation, finger spaces and full stops continue to be a focus.
During our maths lesson, we have been learning
about the composition of numbers 6-10 as five
and a bit. For example, six is five and one more,
seven is five and two more. We then applied
this knowledge to greater than and less than
and their position on a number line. In addition
we have been revising odd and even numbers.

To reinforce this learning at home, it would be helpful
if your children could spot numbers in the
environment and say if they are odd or even. For
example, I can see a number 8 on the door. 8 is an
even number. 8 is five and 3 more.

Tolsey Class
We have had a great start to the term in Tolsey Class. Despite it being
sad to say goodbye to Ms Collett, we have really enjoyed working with
Ms Rozier and look forward to our year together.
We started our term with a great day of learning about Diwali. We
created our own Diya lamps, Rangoli patterns, Mehndi patterns and
lanterns.

Our Topic this term is focussing on space and significant black females in
the space industry. This week we have been using our retrieval skills in
reading to research Mae Jamison. At home it would be great to do
your own research about space or important people in the space
industry.
In maths we have been practicing counting in 3s and 5s. Some of the
Year 3s have been applying their place value knowledge to count in
50s. To help continue to build mathematical fluency, we also ask that
you regularly practice number bonds up to 10 and times tables at
home (Year 2: 2s, 5s, 10s and Year 3: 4s, 8s, 50s, 100s).

Wysdom Class
Wysdom class have really enjoyed the start of our new topic of light. We
have been exploring the concept of light travelling in straight lines by
observing and measuring shadows and how they change as a light source
moves. We have also developed our understanding by answering 'true or
false' questions such as 'shadows are always black' or 'light can move
around objects'. What do you think?

Alongside our science work, we have started an RE topic exploring festivals
of light. Last Thursday, we read and explored the story of Rama and Sita at
the heart of the Diwali festival, and then
made our own diya lamps from clay,
decorated with incised patterns of dots
and lines.

Priory Class
In Priory, we have been working on understanding our topic this term,
light . To accomplish this, we have been conducting science experiments to
observe the way in which light travels and the effect that is created when
the path of light is blocked. To explore this, children have been creating
shadow art so that they can observe the
science in action. At home it would be
great if your children continued to
consider the path that light travels, a
fun way to explore this might be
creating shadow-puppets, considering
how the light will be blocked by the
shapes that you create together.

In Maths we have been broadening our comprehension on multiplication
and division, utilising a range of methods formal written methods and
resource-based methods for each. It would help children greatly if they
were given opportunities to practice their timetables at home, as this will
enable them to access the
learning more readily.
Children would benefit
from observing these
concepts in a real-world
context, perhaps noticing
groupings of objects/food.

